THE   PAGAN  PERIOD   (1044-1287)                  23
failure. It was believed that Thagyamin, the King of the
Spirits, was opposed to the project, and, centuries later, when
the English irrigated the area, the tradition was still so powerful
that many cultivators at first refused to apply for land. Nara-
patisithu's most important work was the construction of the
famous stone weir from which Kyauksfe takes its name.
The Buddhist religion seems to have suffered severely
during the six years of anarchy before Narapatisithu's accession.
In 1173 Panthagu returned from Ceylon* He was a very old
man and lived only a short time after his return. There were
many who felt that Theravada Buddhism in Burma needed
revivifying, and their enthusiasm for reform must have been
fanned by his accounts of Sinhalese Buddhism. Thus it came
about that in 1180 his successor as Head of the Order, the Mon
Uttarajiva, went with a large company of monks to seek fresh
spiritual strength in Ceylon, and a new chapter opened in the
religious history of Burma.
Monks, returning from Ceylon with new notions and
practices, refused to accept the validity of Thaton-Buddhism
ordination. The quarrel became a schism; those who derived
their ordination from Shin Arahan were known as the Former
Order, those who derived it from Ceylon as the Latter Order.
The king encouraged the new movement. More and more
clergy were sent to Ceylon, where they received ordination at
the ancient Mahavihara Monastery. But the older form did not
yield easily: the schism lasted two centuries before Conjeveram
Buddhism finally died out.
Narapatisithu's son Nantaungmya, who followed him to the
throne in 1210, is better known by his nickname Htilominlo,
'he whom the umbrella wished to be king'. He was supposed
to have been miraculously indicated as his father's successor by
the royal white umbrella. He was king in name only. Ife
devoted himself entirely to a religious life, building many
temples and pagodas, and leaving all affairs of state in the hands
of his four brothers. They ruled jointly, sitting together as a
Council of State. This is thought to have been the origin of the
Hlutdaw, the highest governing body under the king in the days
of Burma's last royal house, the Konbaungset Dynasty (1752-
1885). But, as very little is known of the earlier history of this